ACRESCPBuUrren Aran

Scheme overview & NPI targeting




Co-operation
Projects (CP)

ACRES Donegal

ACRES Breifne

ACRES West Connacht

ACRES West Connacht

ACRES Burren Aran

8 CP Zones
Comprising mainly
extensively farmed uplands.
Based on protected areas
(SAC/SPA), nondesignated
areas of importance and
priority water catchments.

ACRES Munster South Connacht

ACRES Kerry West Cork

ACRES Leinster




LOCALLY CP zone divided into 3 subregions:
LED SCHEM

Aran Islands, Clare Burren, South Galway

BURREN ARAN
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CARRON OFFICE Scheme is organised by

a local team at the
065 7089000 local level.

Info@acresburrenaran.ie

Contact the local office
and team with queries.

BURREN ARAN

PROJECT MANAGER Primary contact E your
LOCAL CP v o A
TEAM -8 ¢ 1 AE=* ¢ | 'gn AGVISOr.
CLARE BURREN SOUTH GALWAY ARAN ISLANDS
Neal Jeuken Donal Hogan Patrick McGurn

085 1483134 085 1414073



ACRES CP Budget

€52,500

Over 5 years

€7,000

Core Payment
| per year|

+

Results-Based
Actions

General
Actions

[ (where applicable) ]

6 An Roinn Talmhaiochta, Bia agus Mara | Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine

€17,500

NPIs & LA
investment

Chosen based on
score received.
Equivalent to
some General
Actions



FREEDOM
TO FARM

Moves away from
flat- rate payments
for prescriptive
management
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A
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PAYMENTS FOR MARKET FOR

WHAT YOU DELIVER BIODIVERSITY
Payments linked to Puts value on

habitat quality, farm biodiversity,
withz2 2 +¢ 71 1 EEs water quality &
earnable climate benefits

SCORING
INCENTIVE

Higher score,
higher payment;
fairer & better
value for money



ADDITIONAL PAYMENTS FOR ADDITIONAL FARMLAND PROL

Sewons

ReTT A, i _
o~ e e L2 ~ B o ] -
- - i - . - i - - A e

= - s " i g -

gt e .- — 4 - Y -~
g - . = - - : : :

o = e IR, N —— A T, o
e B e e R s — >
L — o e - =
- - g - — o . oy - - B . = .
% 8 il i o - Al 7 vy
« ¢ g = — .2 e y =g " - —_—— = > =T = - —
St — vt = . = - =5 =
; - e e~
& EERETET ot~ =
— e 2 X S a2 ez e =,
; .. e 2 S < e g - = e ———,
" amatd R — i e S e Anion ool s a2 i
— : E <
s = 3 =
; - ——— PN o <4 - e~ =
e - e o

A g "\\

‘SPECIEBICH
GRASSLAND

WHILE STILL
7R PRODUCING
Fr | SN AGRICULTURAL
GOODS



N\

THECORE T T UEEEE 1! X>. 2?20

Results Based Payment Rates (Privateland)

Field Score 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 <4
PaymentRate (ha) |7 | E/T EI|T7T EE/T EI|T7T EE T ET|T EI 0
ReducedRate (ha) v etley Eelpy o ) . _ 0 :
for OFS Organics) | EIlElf EEET Il EMhC¢-1 ® LI - | he-1 -1 g
Commonage Rates

Field Score 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 <4
Payment Rate (ha) T E E 4 T E DRT E i 4 T E E 4 T N E [ E T T E ] i (Erticipation pay)

Commonage <10ha i EEE as _  payment with-Commbnhge Farm Plan)




FIELD

SCORING

All fields are due to be scoredby your Farm Advisor
In the 1st, 3rd and 5th years of the scheme

Declaration in years 2 and 4 stating scores are the
same as previous year

What do the scorecards look for?




Grassland
ACRES &8k

Dominant grassland type: Soil type: Total Score:
Wet ;']r--hh--lr.'l:l Diry grass .|||':|:I i Mineral soi D Peat soil l:l \+B /] 00
A Ecological integrity Total score A /90
A1 What is the number of positive indicators in N - -
the field? Tick all positive indicators present below. | il 0 I High: 9-12 Iy
Mote all positive indicators present as you walk 2 W thiough the field [ medium: s-8 [EGH [ very high: 13+ BB

D Orchids DSphag num & Branched mosses

D Ox-eye daisy DTormemil f
thﬂmammrﬁ D LESSE'SPEE"“"’rt [] Purple loasestrite [ umbets ar ior Cammeon Valeriar
D Bird's-foot-trefoil rge ) o
[ Carline thistle [ Louseworts (772 [ Ragged robin

o . ¢ DUmbEIssmall

AD Marsh Fritillary suitability
assessment in primarily
grazed grassland

AWb Field boundary quality. [poor: v -
Assessthe quallty of the boundar

dominant field DHEdgeruw D Treeline DHEdgerﬂw D Treeline
boundary in I:‘Earlh bank Dﬁtonewall DEarlh bank D Stonewall
this field? []Drainage ditch [ |Wire fence [ |Drainage ditch [ wire fence

Total score B

J10

B1 is there any evidence of damaging activities to
habitat, vegetation, or archaeclogy?

I:‘ Heathers D Marsh thistle D Sorrel (Commaon & D"l’ello‘w Composites (51 car Hawbuees
D Kidney vetch D Meadowsweet Sheep's Hawktuts & at's beard - not |
D Knapweeds D Meadow thistle D Small rushes (50 E]‘l’ellow Flag Iris
l:ll.ady’;mantle DMinis'_- ) Woodrushes, Heath) D'\"ellowmﬂle'--.

A2 Whatis ver is the proportion of the field faken up by all positive indicators present

the cover of all

positive

indicators

(listed above)

thmughoutthe

entire field? Very high: nter multiple different positive indicatars with every step taken [a

Damaging activities: /1 -/ describe in commen

DDamage from supplementaqr feedmg I:‘Quarrymg l:l Eoundary damage

DDamage to archaeological features D Burning D Removal of mature scrub/trees High: =5
Dlnappmpriate herbicide usa DDumping DO‘Iher please speofyl: Moderate: [ | None:

B3 what is the extent of bare soil & erosion?

ngh

Moderate: Bar

A3 Whatis the combined cover of negative indicators/weeds throughout the plot? (ki o
[[]Docks

DThlsﬂEs ) & spea
D Perennial Ryeglass
I:‘Ragwort

D Nettles

High =25%: irring in dense patches or a

Low: Bar — rastricted to reqular stock paths, ‘pinch’ points & small congreaat areas. |

B4 what is the cover of non-native invasive spaclas?

Nen-native invasive spacies'
[ ] o

A4 vegetation Structure. Note: If grassland is primarily grazed use Aﬂ-{a] (|nc|ud|ng marsh f'r|t|||ar}r suitability
assessment); OR, if grassland is cut for hay or silage, use Ad(b). roir uic

A4(a) What is the vegetation structure in OR A4(b) What is the wegetation structure in
grasslands which are PRIMARILY GRAZED? e grasslands which are CUT FOR HAY or SILAGE?
Over-grazed hort throughout wath littl Poor structure: o !

Maoderate (ov

Moderate (under-grazed):

Good structure: Wide field ma

Under-grazed: Rank vegetation present throughout the field pla

[Ty ——,

AgriSnap photo taken: [ (F | befmmmonn

High: ¢

ced
Moderate: Frac

suckle
None: 1 n-nate

- Dnn‘c‘rt.include
established scrub)

B6 what is the
cover of bracken?

Common
management
recommendations

to pick from:

0oooo
00 O 000

oooog




ECOLOGICAL INTEGRI

Does the fieldretain native
wildflowers?
&
Does the grazing (or mowing)
regime still allow at least some
of these to flower?




THREATS & PRESSURES

Are there problem plants and

any problem activities
Impacting the fields condition?

Are thererisks to
water quality ?




Scorecards

Total % of CP
What does well :

No. of

Grassland
Winterage
Rough Grazing
Scrub/Woodland
Peatland

_ Coastal

Others

Area Area
Fields with lots of wildflowers, lighter grazing 27,002 ha 50%
Good winter grazing, low scrub, no silage feeding 19,927 ha 37%
Wildflowers, with tussocks, rushes and scrub cover 4,755 ha 9%
Tree and scrub species with minimal disturbance 1,844 ha 3.4%
High water table, few drains, no non natives 523 ha 1%
Sensitive grazing, minimal disturbance 159 ha <1%

Chough, Breeding Wader 152 ha <1%

Generally, the scorecards reward:

Less intensive management (less inputs)

Lighter grazing during flowering period
Minimal bare soil and disturbance
Good quality field boundaries

Good water quality

Fields
10,758

1,446

1,456
603
69

89
40




e Mh¢-1 h -] M2 -areduetobe istudddutto - +
farmers by DAFM,and these should:

A Give a fullmap overview of all the scored fields
A List the scorecards and thefield scores achieved
A List any management advice & possible NPIs(all optional)

For HIGH scoringfields:
A Amto|] I I 2 j¢t r _s.* ©°9¢C2E-1 j ¢t
A Discuss with your advisor any possible tweaks to increase further

For LOW scorindfields:
A Are there certain management changes (grazing/mowing) that
could help?
A Are there certain NPIs that could help address scorecard issues?

Also for LOW scoring fields
Al ° et~2-¢-1jE qtl}j® ,t}} rl
for food production E perfectly fine!




ACRES CP Budget

€52,500

Over 5 years

€17,500

NPIs & LA
investment

€7,000

Core Payment
| per year|

Chosen based on
score received.
Equivalent to
some General
Actions

Results-Based General

Actions Actions
[ (where applicable) ]

6 An Roinn Talmhaiochta, Bia agus Mara | Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine



NON-PRODUCTIVE INVESTMENTS

S ®) ST NS U

1. Help increase the field scores
2. Enhance biodiversity on the farm
3. Generate additional farm income
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A A NPIplan can be drawn up by the farmer & advisor once peryear.

A NPIsmust have clear benefits forbiodiversity, water quality, climate and/or cultural heritage.

A All work plans are looked at by the CP team to sort out any permissions (NPWSIMS, Forestry) and <
to ensure local objectives are beingmet, as part of the necessarye ®h - | | t .r E 2 - ¢ hlj

NPIs are only approved from the date of issue of theNPILAWP Approval Letter from the DAFM.

TAMSremains available for farm modernisation actions.




FIELD INFRASTRUCTURE &P

To be targeted for better grazing management

A6 ®+ })} +t¢ -somgr 4 _+1 CTJ

A Heritage GateC T 1 Nt rgin*

A Stone WallRepairCT Eg~ t 1 - _}

A Fencing
All-~_ 1 % .}lhz-th CiEgd
A)Y -glj Vt-1 CiEgl Ea~C¢sm
AMsll2a Vt-1 CiEglla-~c

A Solar Electric FenceC1 E | 1 a4 joue iré

*costings based on minimum spec/size



NPIsrForRWATER QUALITY

To be targeted for water quality benefits

Q
L

ALt?a -t > -1t CT

AL t £1 - * +hsl- CT1EILR

— 5 —

A Solar Water PumpCi EPI Eg2 t ¢

A Water Storage TankC 7 | N B g %00 lireimig

r ~

A Water TroughC1 E N E g 70 galtortmii

A Pasture PumpCi EBDNg2 t +¢

A CulvertCi 1 11T a2 t=x¢

*costings based on minimum spec/size

A RiparianT- 1 | |} _  +t r- miClDtleek o




BURRENARAN CPONLYNPIs

To be targeted for the management of
winterages and speciesrich grassland fields

A Mobile Feed Troughgwinterage-only) CT | Ng2 t +¢

A311lj Mzx¢- _r | )-tlcuBidmetei E I

| g2 t +¢

A Winterage Track Repair(existing route) CT E a ~ ¢

A Scrub Control(chainsaw) E areas & paths
Ci E | U IEBui psportional to cover and area)

*costings based on minimum spec/size




